Choosing a Volleyball Club Survey
Now that you are well into this year’s volleyball season, have competed in a number of local, regional and perhaps national events, and have been exposed to varying coaching styles, team dynamics, and competition levels, it might be a good idea to take an inventory of the reasons you participate in club volleyball.  Our “Choosing a Volleyball Club” Survey is designed to foster communication between parents and players as well as summarize why families make the club choices they make.  
The results of this survey can provide insight and guidance to players, parents, club directors and club coaches.   
Parents and players, you might want to compare your answers to the survey or simply use the questions as a discussion point.  Making sure that your family’s goals are in alignment with the goals of the club you play for (and in alignment with each other) will help make each volleyball club season as beneficial and enjoyable as possible.

Club directors and coaches can use the results of the survey to fine-tune their goals and objectives.  It is difficult for a single club to be all things to all people.  For example, it would be difficult for a club to have as its two primary goals to qualify as many teams as possible to JO’s and to provide equal playing time to all players.  This survey can be useful to clubs as they decide the “niche” they are trying to fulfill and to help them attract the right players for their club.

Take a few minutes to complete the survey, you can find the link on the top of the home page at www.futurecollegiateathletes.com 

Top 10 Ways to Insult a College Coach
Here is our slightly irreverent list of common mistakes that potential college recruits make while working their way through the recruiting process.  Make sure you avoid these Top 10 Recruiting Don’ts!

1 Send a generic “Dear Coach” letter – make sure to call the coach by name and to mention the school specifically in your introduction letter.  Also make sure you are sending your information to schools where it would actually make sense for you to attend.  If you intend to study engineering in a west coast college, don’t send your information to a Rhode Island Liberal Arts College!

2 Fail to return a questionnaire – quickest way to remove yourself from further consideration in the recruiting process.  Make sure you return all questionnaires in a timely manner.  Even if a school is not in your “top 10”, continue to communicate your desire to play in college, you never know what other options may arise based on a college coach getting excited about your and your dreams.  

3 One word answers – don’t make a recruiter feel like talking to you is like pulling teeth.  If they ask you how your season is going, “fine” is not a valid response.  Let the conversation flow naturally.  Answer questions in complete sentences and be sure to ask pertinent questions of the coach as well.  If you feel you need help in this area, work with a parent, teacher, coach or other mentor to practice you conversation skills.  You can prepare some “cheat sheets” of information about yourself, your team, and your goals to help you along if you are afraid you will “freeze-up” because of your nerves.

4 Overbearing parent – college coaches want to see that a potential recruit can speak and think for themselves.  Coaches want to get to know the student-athlete that may potentially be part of their program for the next 4-5 years.  If the parents are over-involved in the process, a coach may wonder if the recruit will be strong enough to leave home and take care of themselves once the college years begin.  Most coaches can state that they considered passing on a legitimate recruit because they were worried the parents might be too difficult to deal with.

5 “Special Effects” recruiting video – Super-Slo-Mo and the theme from Rocky are more appropriate in a memory video gift for grandma than in a recruiting video for a seasoned college coach.  If you feel the need to add slow-motion to your recruiting video, you are basically saying that even though a college coach may have 30+ years of experience coaching and evaluating players in this sport, in order to truly appreciate the skill of your son/daughter the action should be slowed-down a bit.  On the flip side, you may actually accentuate flaws in your athlete’s mechanics and experience the exact opposite result of your intention.  As long as the player (and the player’s number) are easily recognized in the frame of the video and you can keep the camera still, your footage can provide the needed information for a college coach to evaluate the player.

Get the next five
Recruiting by the Year: NCAA Hints & Tips

As you move through the recruiting process, you need to have a detailed plan in place that will allow you to maximize your opportunity to get recruited by the type of schools that will meet your key success factors.  We have a more detailed list of activities in our recruiting guidebook, but here are a couple of things you should be considering broken down by recruiting class, including a couple changes recently made by the NCAA.
Class of 2008
Fall 2008 enrollees need to request final amateur certification by signing the 10.1 statement on or after April 1, 2008.  Information available at the Eligibility Center website: https://web1.ncaa.org/eligibilitycenter/common/. 

Class of 2009

Make sure you register with the NCAA Eligibility Center (formerly called the Clearinghouse) if you intend to pursue playing at the NCAA Division 1 or Division 2 level.  The Eligibility Center website can be found at https://web1.ncaa.org/eligibilitycenter/common/. Registration with the Eligibility Center is required before you can accept an official visit to any NCAA Division 1 or Division 2 schools.  The fee to register is $50 and if you have received a fee waiver for the ACT or SAT exam you can request a waiver of the eligibility center fee.

ACT and SAT scores must be submitted directly to the clearinghouse.  Test scores listed on your high school transcript will not be accepted as official scores.  When you complete your ACT or SAT paperwork, use code “9999” to signify that you want your test scores to be reported directly to the NCAA Clearinghouse.  Refer to the NCAA “2007-08 Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete” for more information.  Information can be found at www.ncaa.org. 

Class of 2010
College coaches are able to send out their unsolicited recruiting information starting September 1 of your junior year.  They can only send information to the students they know about.  If you are interested in attending a college outside your immediate state or region you should be pro-active about getting yourself into their database.  Sending an initial interest letter or e-mail directly to the college coaches at schools you would be interested in attending is a great way to help yourself stay on top of the recruiting process!

See our detailed list of Recruiting Activities by School Year: http://www.futurecollegiateathletes.com/fca/p.xhtml?k=RecruitingByYear 
